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The North Carolina Society for Respiratory Care (NCSRC) will continue to be the leading state professional association for respiratory care.  The NCSRC will encourage and promote professional excellence, advance the science and practice of respiratory care, and serve as an advocate for the patients, their families, the public, the profession and respiratory therapists of the state.
November 8, 2017

It is with great sadness to report that Dan Grady passed away this morning. The North Carolina Society for Respiratory Care extends our condolences to his family, friends, and colleagues. 

He was an inspiration and mentor to many of us over the years. He was a dedicated leader and advocate to advance the profession, serving in our pursuit of state licensure, among many others. An enthusiastic researcher who was recently working with IV solutions of oxygen saturated liquids and simple easy stuff like that. Dan brought a smile to me (and many) at every interaction we shared. A great respiratory therapist; a great man. I will miss you.

There are too many memories worth sharing, but I will limit this to just one of mine, with Dan being Dan the Man. Around 2010, the Open Forum at our annual symposium was discontinued due to a lack of involvement. Participation and attendance had diminished over time and we had moved on to other offerings. Dan was not happy about this, not at all. Over the next few months, he roused up some participation, got a handful of abstract posters, “borrowed” some real estate in a corridor outside the Cape Fear Ballroom, and moderated an Open Forum. You see, for Dan, being unhappy or griping was not really his thing. He just went and did something about it. Dan became the chair of our Research Committee, the Open Forum was re-instated into the main program, and it is thriving today. And that, ladies and gentlemen, is why it is now known as the Dan Grady Open Forum. 
It proves difficult to recount everything, but I trust the following will acknowledge enough to share an idea of what Dan contributed to Respiratory Care over five decades. 

AARC member (1978)

Fellowship of the American Association for Respiratory Care (2004) 

NCSRC President (1993-1994)
Multiple terms and offices with the Board of Directors, Committee Chair, etc.

Delegate to AARC

NCSRC Life Membership

NCSRC Practitioner of the year (1998)
Harvey Jacobs Leadership Award (2013)
Dan Grady Open Forum (2014)
NCSRC Sputum Bowl Champion (9-time champion, yes 9. Imagine if he hadn’t taken a decade or more off to be our moderator).

AARC Sputum Bowl Champion (1991)
Respectfully,

Ricky W. Bowen

NCSRC President
